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CAP –  accepting forestry as a 
viable land use
Donal Whelan

One of our guiding principles under the new Common 
Agricultural Policy (CAP) arrangements must be to achieve 
more economically sustainable income levels for our farmers 
and other landowners. Ireland currently has one of the widest 
differentials in the EU between our farmers’ incomes and the 
average gross wages/salaries in the wider economy. 
 
According to Teagasc’s National Farm Survey 2017, only 21% 
of ‘Cattle rearing’ farms are economically viable, with 28% of 
‘Sheep’ and 32% of ‘Cattle other’ family farms viable. These 
three farming systems account for over 70% of our 84,599 
Irish farms. 35% of all farms in the State earned less than 
€10,000 annually. The average family farm income for cattle 
rearing was just €12,529 with 53% earning less than €10,000 
annually. As a result, 31% of all farmers also work off-farm.  
Given these Teagasc statistics, we must now look at the 
farming systems being encouraged by way of supports and 
refocus our efforts to deliver more for the rural economy 
and the environment. 
 
TIMBER REVENUE 
Revenue from timber sales is direct market income that can 
contribute to bridging the gap between farmers’ incomes and 
incomes in the wider economy and will also help ensure the 
longer-term economic sustainability of the agriculture sector 
through reduced reliance on subsidies and through the 
generation of a more diverse income source for farm families.  
 
The Teagasc National Farm Survey figures consistently show 
that the income on cattle farms comes almost entirely from 
payments under the CAP.  Now more than ever before there 
is a need to improve farmers’ incomes and the new CAP 
proposals are a vehicle to achieve this aim. This should be 
undertaken by building resilience in agriculture and forestry 
and by paying farmers for the public good benefits they 
provide from their land whether this is climate change 
mitigation or other environment benefits. Such focussed 
schemes can help address challenges such as climate change, 
habitat and species loss, water quality and increased flood risk. 
However, it should also have the objective to provide a new 
income stream for farmers, open to all and with payment for 
outcomes based upon the value to society and the State.

 
• Glyfos Supreme XL 
• Sprayfast (Spray Adjuvant) 
• Scrubkiller

• Clearall 360 XL  
• Difanil (Diflufenican)  
• Foliar Feeds  

Forests provide a range of 
raw materials for industry as 
well as services to society.  
 
One of the main services 
provided by forests – climate 
change mitigation – works by 
removing and locking up 
carbon dioxide from the 
atmosphere. However, it is 
strongly dependent on having 
young age classes to balance 
out harvest and other 
decreases in carbon stocks. 
 
The total carbon reservoir 
or store in Irish forests 
including the underlying land 
currently exceeds one billion 
tonnes of carbon dioxide. In 
order to sustain our forests 
absorption of carbon dioxide 
a well balanced age structure 
is needed at the national 
forest level.  
 
Expansion of the national 
forest estate should there- 
fore be a key component of 
national climate change and 
land use policy as well as 
future CAP arrangements.
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The forestry sector contrib-
utes €2.3 billion to the 
national economy annually or 
roughly 1% of GDP. The 
sector employs 12,000 
people and generates annual 
exports of over €350 
million. Importantly, the 
economic activity of the 
forest sector is spread 
through every region of the 
country and makes an 
important contribution to 
regional development and 
rural employment.

FORESTRY AND THE 
ECONOMY

CLIMATE CHALLENGE 
Three out of the nine specific CAP objectives concern the 
environment and climate change and there will be a 
mandatory climate change / environmental element of the 
CAP schemes post 2020. In fact, Member States must spend 
at least 30% of the Pillar II budget on interventions directly 
targeted at environment and climate change and 40% of total 
CAP spending must be relevant to climate change. 
 
Farming is a way of life, and not just an income generating 
activity and is important socially and culturally in rural Ireland. 
The forestry sector must become more aware of this and 
look at other potential ongoing revenue opportunities from 
forests where farmers can farm their woodlands generating 
ongoing income streams to allow families stay on the land.  
 
NON-WOOD REVENUE 
For example, recent Irish Timber Growers Association 
(ITGA) events have looked at different non-wood enterprises 
such as woodland bee keeping, mushroom production, and 
foliage production, introducing wild turkeys and free range 
pigs to woodlands, wood crafts and woodland recreation.  
 
With over 10.3 million tourists visiting Ireland annually with 
a €5.3 billion annual spend, woodland recreation is becoming 
increasingly important and has potential to be further 
developed. Health and wellness now dominate strategic 
thinking in the food industry and our green woodland 
environments have a significant natural advantage in this area. 
 
The forestry sector sees a valuable opportunity for greater 
integration of forestry with new CAP measures in order to 
achieve our FoodWise 2025 objectives,  Ireland’s National 
Mitigation Plan, Project Ireland 2040 and other important 
national objectives. Forestry is recognised as our most 
significant potential carbon sink and should be prioritised to 
assist landowners in addressing this requirement of CAP with 
appropriate payments to farmers for this public good. 
 
It is essential that the new CAP regulations provide an 
appropriate framework for the inclusion of strong forestry 
elements in Ireland’s National Strategic Plan and the 
development of agricultural schemes under the CAP that 
contain attractive forestry options for farmers and land 
owners. The forest sector is ready and able to make a major 
contribution to the continued growth of Ireland’s agri-
business sector and full integration with CAP measures is the 
best way to achieve this. 

Glennon Brothers,  
Saw Mills, Dublin Road, Longford. 

Phone: +353 43 3350800 
Email: info@glennonbrothers.ie 

Glennon Brothers has been manufacturing high 
quality timber products since 1913. Through plants 
in Longford and Fermoy, and in Scotland, we supply 
the Irish, UK, and French markets, with products for 
the construction, pallet wood and fencing industries.  
  
Glennon Brothers has a dedicated forestry team who 
can offer advice to forestry growers throughout the 
country and we are in the market for quality sawlog 
from private growers. 

Glennon Brothers also supplies timber frame homes 
and engineered roof trusses through Dempsey 
Timber Engineering in Arklow (www.dte.ie).

www.glennonbrothers.ie  

For all your forestry questions contact 
Gerry Dolan on 086 2551086

Donal Whelan 
Technical Director 
Irish Timber Growers Association
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